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there within three days sign the Peace Treaty, which must be ratified
within a further two weeks.1

As Sverdlov finished reading it seemed as if a wave of
passionate fury swept through, the room, so fierce, so bitter,
that it could almost be felt. Then there broke out a babel
of indignation. If the terms which had been refused at
Brest-Litovsk were harsh, these were Draconian, cutting
into the very body-politic of Russia. Bukharin blared
forth a call to war. Trotsky, though agreeing in principle,
believed it would be impossible to wage a revolutionary
war with a divided party. He was for submitting to German
dictation, hoping that if capitulation failed to bring peace
it would be possible to straighten out the party difficulties
in an armed defence of the Revolution imposed upon them
by the enemy. Still Bukharin remained unconvinced.

Alone among them Lenin remained cold and unmoved.
The worst, the very worst, had happened. All that he had
dreaded and warned against had come true. There was
no more time for talking. The ultimatum expired at
seven o'clock on the morning of the following day. " It
is time to put an end to revolutionary phrases ", he said,
" and to get down to real work. If this is not done I
resign from the Government.2 To carry on a revolutionary
war, an army, which we do not have, is necessary. It is a
question of signing the terms now or of signing the death
sentence of the Soviet Government three weeks later."

Backwards and forwards the question was debated.
Precious hours were lost in futile discussion. There could
be no solution other than Lenin's, yet Bukharin would not

1  Pravda, February 24,1918 ; Berliner Tageblatt, February 27,1918 ;
Proceedings, pp. 176-177.

2  Lenin repeated his threat to resign in a signed article in Pravda:
"Only an unrestrained policy of plirases can drive Russia in the
present moment into war, and I personally would not remain for a
second in the Government or in the Central Committee of our party
should the policy of phrases gain the upper hand " (Pravda, February 24,
1918).